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DAIICHI SANKYO COMMENCES PATENT LITIGATION AGAINST MYLAN 
AND MATRIX IN THE UNITED STATES 

Tokyo, June 5, 2008 － DAIICHI SANKYO COMPANY, LIMITED, announced 
today that Daiichi Sankyo and its U.S. subsidiary, DAIICHI SANKYO, INC., 
commenced litigation on June 3, 2008 against Mylan and its subsidiary, Matrix*, 
in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey for infringement 
of Daiichi Sankyo’s U.S. patent covering olmesartan medoxomil, one of the 
active ingredients in Daiichi Sankyo’s antihypertensive drug, AZOR™. Matrix has 
filed an Abbreviated New Drug Application (“ANDA”) with the United States Food 
and Drug Administration seeking to market a generic version of AZOR™. 

Daiichi Sankyo and DSI intend to vigorously defend the patent, which expires in 
April 2016 in the United States. 

Olmesartan medoxomil, one of the active ingredients in AZOR™, is an 
angiotensin II receptor antagonist that Daiichi Sankyo independently developed, 
and is marketed in over 50 countries as an antihypertensive drug which 
suppresses vasoconstriction by affecting the rennin-angiotensin system to control 
blood pressure. 
 
 
 



 
About Daiichi Sankyo, Inc.  
Daiichi Sankyo Inc., headquartered in Parsippany, New Jersey, is the U.S. 
subsidiary of Daiichi Sankyo Co., Ltd., one of Japan’s top pharmaceutical 
companies and a global leader in pharmaceutical innovation. Daiichi Sankyo Co., 
Ltd. was established in 2005 through the merger of Sankyo Co., Ltd., with roots 
dating back to 1899, and Daiichi Pharmaceutical Co., which first began operating 
in 1915. Daiichi Sankyo has been dedicated to the discovery, development, and 
commercialization of innovative medicines that improve the lives of patients 
throughout the world. The primary focus of Daiichi Sankyo’s research and 
development is cardiovascular disease, including therapies for dyslipidemia, 
hypertension, diabetes, and acute coronary syndrome. The company is also 
pursuing the discovery of new medicines in the areas of glucose metabolic 
disorders, infectious diseases, cancer, bone and joint diseases, and immune 
disorders. For more information, visit www.dsus.com. 

 
 
 
*Note: 
“Mylan” refers to Mylan Inc. (HQ: Pennsylvania) and “Matrix” refers to Matrix 
Laboratories, Limited (HQ: India), a subsidiary of Mylan. 
 
 


