
 
 
 

 
Press Release 
 
Arbitrator Rules in Favor of Daiichi Sankyo in Dispute with Seagen 
 
• All claims made by Seagen regarding Daiichi Sankyo antibody drug conjugates are denied  
 
Tokyo, Munich and Basking Ridge, NJ – (August 12, 2022) – An arbitrator issued a decision today in a 

dispute between Daiichi Sankyo Company, Ltd. and Seagen, Inc., denying all claims made by Seagen. 

Specifically, Daiichi Sankyo retains all patent rights to its antibody drug conjugate (ADC) technology and 

will continue to develop and commercialize these medicines as planned.  

 

In November 2019, Daiichi Sankyo filed a Declaratory Judgment action in the District Court of Delaware 

against Seagen in response to communications from Seagen claiming certain intellectual property rights 

related to Daiichi Sankyo’s ADC technology. Seagen’s claims related to a collaboration agreement between 

the two companies from 2008 to 2015. In response, Seagen filed an arbitration demand in connection with 

the dispute with the American Arbitration Association in the same month, resulting in an arbitration and 

today’s decision. 

 

“We are extremely pleased that, based on the facts of this matter, the arbitrator recognized that Daiichi 

Sankyo retains ownership of all patents at issue in the arbitration and that our platform ADC technology was 

developed by Daiichi Sankyo,” said Sunao Manabe, President and CEO of Daiichi Sankyo, Company, Ltd. 

“Daiichi Sankyo is proud of our legacy and strength in innovative science and technology and remains 

committed to bringing our ADCs to patients who need new standards of care in cancer treatment.” 

 

About Daiichi Sankyo 

Daiichi Sankyo is dedicated to creating new modalities and innovative medicines by leveraging our world-

class science and technology for our purpose “to contribute to the enrichment of quality of life around the 

world.” In addition to our current portfolio of medicines for cancer and cardiovascular disease, Daiichi 

Sankyo is primarily focused on developing novel therapies for people with cancer as well as other diseases 

with high unmet medical needs. With more than 100 years of scientific expertise and a presence in more than 

20 countries, Daiichi Sankyo and its 16,000 employees around the world draw upon a rich legacy of 

innovation to realize our 2030 Vision to become an “Innovative Global Healthcare Company Contributing to 

the Sustainable Development of Society.” For more information, please visit: www.daiichisankyo.com. 
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Media Contacts:  

Global/Japan: 
Masashi Kawase 
Daiichi Sankyo Co., Ltd. 
kawase.masashi.a2@daiichisankyo.co.jp 
+81 3 6225 1126 (office) 
 
US: 
Kim Wix  
Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
kwix@dsi.com 
+1 908 656 5447 (mobile) 
  

EU: 
Simone Dowe 
Daiichi Sankyo Europe GmbH 
simone.dowe@daiichi-sankyo.eu  
+49897808437 (office) 
+49 (176) 11780822 (mobile) 
 
Investor Relations Contact: 
DaiichiSankyoIR@daiichisankyo.co.jp 
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