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Press Release 
 

Daiichi Sankyo Receives Prime Minister’s Award for Japan Medical 

Research and Development Grand Prize 

 
Tokyo – (August 24, 2023) – Daiichi Sankyo (TSE: 4568) has received the sixth Prime Minister’s Award 

for Japan Medical Research and Development Grand Prize for the discovery of the company’s proprietary 

DXd antibody drug conjugate (ADC) technology, which led to the global development of ENHERTU as well 

as several additional promising medicines under the development for the treatment of cancer. 

 

The Japan Medical Research and Development Grand Prize, presented to Daiichi Sankyo by Prime Minister 

Kishida on August, 23, 2023, honors one significant contribution to the advancement science each year, 

while also aiming to increase investment in and public understanding of medical research and development 

globally.  

 

“We are greatly honored to receive this prestigious award, which represents the government’s 

acknowledgement of the important scientific insights and technologies cultivated at Daiichi Sankyo,” said 

Sunao Manabe, Representative Director, Executive Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer, Daiichi 

Sankyo Company, Limited. “We will continue to actively pursue research and development to deliver 

innovative medicines to patients as quickly as possible, in order to achieve our purpose of contributing to the 

enrichment of quality of life across the world,” 

 

 

Prime Minister Kishida presents "The Japan Medical Research and Development Grand Prize" to Daiichi Sankyo's CEO, Sunao 

Manabe, on August 23, 2023. 
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About the DXd ADC Portfolio of Daiichi Sankyo 

The DXd ADC portfolio of Daiichi Sankyo currently consists of five ADCs in clinical development across 

multiple types of cancer. ENHERTU, a HER2 directed ADC, and datopotamab deruxtecan (Dato-DXd), a 

TROP2 directed ADC, are being jointly developed and commercialized globally with AstraZeneca. Three 

additional Daiichi Sankyo DXd ADCs include patritumab deruxtecan (HER3-DXd), a HER3 directed ADC, 

ifinatamab deruxtecan (I-DXd; DS-7300), a B7-H3 directed ADC, and raludotatug deruxtecan (R-DXd; DS-

6000), a CDH6 directed ADC. 

 

Designed using Daiichi Sankyo’s proprietary DXd ADC technology to target and deliver a cytotoxic payload 

inside cancer cells that express a specific cell surface antigen, each ADC consists of a monoclonal antibody 

attached to a number of topoisomerase I inhibitor payloads (an exatecan derivative, DXd) via tetrapeptide-

based cleavable linkers. 

 

Datopotamab deruxtecan, ifinatamab deruxtecan, patritumab deruxtecan and raludotatug deruxtecan are 

investigational medicines that have not been approved for any indication in any country. Safety and efficacy 

have not been established. 

 

About ENHERTU 

ENHERTU (trastuzumab deruxtecan; fam-trastuzumab deruxtecan-nxki in the U.S. only) is a HER2 directed 

ADC. Designed using Daiichi Sankyo’s proprietary DXd ADC technology, ENHERTU is the lead ADC in 

the oncology portfolio of Daiichi Sankyo and the most advanced program in AstraZeneca’s ADC scientific 

platform. ENHERTU consists of a HER2 monoclonal antibody attached to a topoisomerase I inhibitor 

payload, an exatecan derivative, via a stable tetrapeptide-based cleavable linker.  

 

ENHERTU (5.4 mg/kg) is approved in more than 50 countries/regions for the treatment of adult patients 

with unresectable or metastatic HER2 positive breast cancer who have received a (or one or more) prior anti-

HER2-based regimen, either in the metastatic setting or in the neoadjuvant or adjuvant setting, and have 

developed disease recurrence during or within six months of completing therapy based on the results from 

the DESTINY-Breast03 trial. 

 

ENHERTU (5.4 mg/kg) is approved in more than 40 countries/regions for the treatment of adult patients 

with unresectable or metastatic HER2 low (IHC 1+ or IHC 2+/in-situ hybridization (ISH)-) breast cancer 

who have received a prior systemic therapy in the metastatic setting or developed disease recurrence during 

or within six months of completing adjuvant chemotherapy based on the results from the DESTINY-

Breast04 trial. 

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03529110
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03734029
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03734029
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ENHERTU (5.4 mg/kg) is approved in Israel, Japan and under accelerated approval in the U.S. for the 

treatment of adult patients with unresectable or metastatic NSCLC whose tumors have activating HER2 

(ERBB2) mutations, as detected by a locally or regionally approved test, and who have received a prior 

systemic therapy based on the results from the DESTINY-Lung02 trial. Continued approval in the U.S. for 

this indication may be contingent upon verification and description of clinical benefit in a confirmatory trial. 

 

ENHERTU (6.4 mg/kg) is approved in more than 30 countries/regions for the treatment of adult patients 

with locally advanced or metastatic HER2 positive gastric or gastroesophageal junction adenocarcinoma who 

have received a prior trastuzumab-based regimen based on the results from the DESTINY-Gastric01 and/or 

DESTINY-Gastric02 trials.  

 

About Daiichi Sankyo 

Daiichi Sankyo is an innovative global healthcare company contributing to the sustainable development of 

society that discovers, develops and delivers new standards of care to enrich the quality of life around the 

world. With more than 120 years of experience, Daiichi Sankyo leverages its world-class science and 

technology to create new modalities and innovative medicines for people with cancer, cardiovascular and 

other diseases with high unmet medical need. For more information, please visit 

http://www.daiichisankyo.com/. 
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Japan: 

Koji Ogiwara 

Daiichi Sankyo Co., Ltd. 

ogiwara.koji.ay@daiichisankyo.co.jp 

+81 3 6225 1126 (office) 

Investor Relations Contact: 

DaiichiSankyoIR@daiichisankyo.co.jp 
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